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In a report on Nov. 14, UN special representative Jose Antonio Pastor Ridruejo said that Salvadoran
President Jose Napoleon Duarte's illness has created a vacuum in the government resulting in a
proliferation of human rights violations. "In the view of the special representative, the reason for
this state of affairs is that while in the immediately preceding years the government did not control
all the agencies of the state apparatus as efficiently as it should, so far in 1988, it has exerted even
less control," said the report. Pastor Ridruejo, a law professor from Spain, visited El Salvador last
month in the capacity of UN special representative. The UN report, based on investigations by
human rights groups in El Salvador and interviews by Pastor Ridruejo, also blamed the situation on
"the inactivity of the criminal courts" and the mounting violence by guerrilla organizations. "Many
sources attribute summary executions and other serious human rights violations to the so-called
`death squads,' allegedly linked to the armed forces or state security forces or at least tolerated by
them," the report said. Next, the report stated that the death squads have recently increased their
activities. (Basic data from UPI, 11/14/88)
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